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M S ANEY, BABL,ML A (Central)
19, Feroz Shab Road, New Delbs.
1Sth Feb. 1940

My Dear Vasudeo Shastri Latkar,

On the 4th of January I had been to
Poona to attend the opening ceremony of”
the Commonwealth Insurance Company’s
burlding. Tatyasaheb Kelkar showed me
your book ¢BALIDANAM” and asked me to
read 1t and communicate to you my
opinion on the same. He made an express
suggestion that I should write to youn
my opinion in English.

I read 18 Chapters of the book.
Your Sanskrit rendering of Mr Kelkar’s
original Marathi story 1s extremely
happy and fascinating. The style ais
simple, chaste, idiometic and fluent.
The reader who has thoroughlymastered
the first two books of Dr. Bhandarkar
will find no difficulty in following
1t. It 1s comparitrvely free from long
and 1ntricate Compounds which so often
arrest the smooth progress of reading
of o0ld Clessical works Ilike hurdles
in the race course., This book of yours
1s probably the first attempt of its
kaind made by any scholar in Indis to
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<nrich Sanskrit Interature by the tran-
slations of high cless literary work
in the vernacular wratten by & wmodern
guthor. Your choice of the work for
translation was also e very eppropriate
one,lir. Kelkar's atory takes the resders
back to thao period of the rise of Bud.
dhisa and tho decline of the cult of
Shaktas It was the time when Praknit
loargueges hed not sufficiently develo-
ped ond attained to the distinction
snd dignity of a literary lenguage.
They were prodbably im their infancy
and the cozzon lenguage of tho scholars
was Sansirit throughout Indise The
story of that periecd told in Canskrit
rends more natural end even becomon
core oppoalirg then its origiral in
larathis Your success will pave the
way for others to follow., I wish that
this worii should attract the attention
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of Sanskrit idiom for easy rendering
of all modes and methods of expression
used by the modern story-tellers of
east and west. We have in this render-
ang & faithfull picture of all the
peculiar and striking qualities of
Mr. Kelkar’s Interary offort.

I venture to say, that not only the
peculiarities of the gifted author have
been preserved in their entirety but
they have also gained in gracefulness
and dignity in being expressed fluently
in the Sanskrit language

I hope, that the remaining part of
the book must have been printed by thais
time and the whole book ready for publi-
cation. Tappeal to all those who are
interested in popularising the study
of Sanskrit language to extend their
patronage to this laudable attempt of
Mr. Latkar.

Wishing you success,

I remain,
Yours sincerely,
8d/M S Aney

I have read the Sansknt rendering of Mr.,
N. C Kelkar's Maratht novel ‘Balidana’ by

Shastri V. A Latkar andIam glad to say that
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the translation has been very well done. One
of the tests of a good translation in my opinion
is that, it should not strike oneas such, but
should read as an independent work. This
book completly satisfies that test.

Sanskrit is said to be a dead Language. One
of the suggestions of this expression is that it is
unsuilable as a vehicle of modern thought.
Shastri Latkar has by this book proved that
this so-called dead Language is in the hands of
a skilful writer capable of infinite possibilities.

The Shastri wields great command over
Sanskrit and writes 1nan easy ilowing style-
The book would therefore be easily understood
by students of High schools and Colleges and
also by the general.

A. B. Gajendragadkar,

Professor of Sanskrit,

Elphinstane College,
Bombay.

21 New Marine Line
Bombay,

Thave read with great interest Shri Vasudev
Shastri's Sanskrit version of Mr, N. C. Kelkar's
excellent novel entitled " Balidan “. The trans-
lator has undoubedly taken great palns over
this work which makes a beautiful reading. The-
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Tanguage 1s sumple and lucid The author’s
command over the language and the store of
his vocabulary make the book all the more in-
ieresting It should be very useful to students
of Sansknt of the advanced classes of high
schools The plot of the story and the atmo-
sphere lend themselves beautifully to the Classi-
cal language, and I have no doubt that it will
be an asset to the modern Sanskrit prose I wish
every success to Shr Vasudev Shastri.
6 Aprl 1940 Kshama Rao

It was with very great pleasure
that T went through ‘akszmy’ which 18
a happy Sanskrit rendering of the
Marathi novel written by Mr N ¢ Kelkar,
Attempts at giving Marathi works a
decent Sanskrit garb—although not al-
together rare—evoke admiration. The
Iate Mr.M. P. Oak-a wellknown Sanskitist
of Poona did translate the first
s1x Chapters of grpaft into Sanskrit.
I can also recollect one or two simi-
Jar attempts.

But all this presupposes a wonderful
command of both the languages—spe-
cially of Sanskrit. Mr, Latkar Shastra
has now proved to the hilt, that he s
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e past-master of the art of Sanskrit
translation. To write over two hundred
pages 1n easy, flowing and graceful
Sanskrit 1s no joke He hags executed
this stupendons task with the skill
and ease of an original Sanskrit writer.
It goes without saying, therfore,
thaet he dcserves warm wolcome and
encourageing support at the hands of
2ll loveras of Sanskrit *
K. N. Watave, v »

It 1sa matter of particular pleasure and
pride that Mr Latkarshastn, a wnter of various
Sanskrit books, 1s a resident of Kolhapur, and
1s mawntammng n his own way its brilhant trad:
hon of ennching Sanskmnt literature He 1s too
well known to the lovers of Sansknt to need
any ntroduchon He wntes Sansknt with the
grace and facility of the renowned Classical
authors, and cons apt Sanskrit expressions to
convey modern ideas His Sanskrnit translation of
Mr N C.Kelkar's Marathi novel ‘afegm’ 1s an
excellent one from the point of view of pithi.
ness of expression, judicious use of Compounds
and sxrl:phcxly It resembles other books like
ﬁlmm:.w of amarme wW, TyRTvIEy of
TITATW R, qerd uivadt and @era dAiaes,
all of which are Sanskrit translations of celebr.



©

-eatd works mn modern Indian languages The
1dea of translating into Sanskrit the best books
1n all the modern Indian languages is really
commendable as it will help the Indians to
cross the barriers of narrow provincialism, and
realise that the same current of culture flows
throughout the provinces of India This will,
perhaps, prove that Sansknt can be a suitable
language to be used by educated Indians for
mterprovincial commumcation Attempts such
as these will undoubtedly contribute to the
cause of populanising the study of Sansknt in
modern hmes, which are supposed to be un-
congemal to its spread The study of this trans.
Iahon side by side with the reading of the
original Marath: novel would prove to be inter-
eshng and 1nstruchive to the Sansknt students
of Schools and Colleges This comparative read
ing will teach them the ’art of translation * by
attraching their attention to the translator’s
brevity of expression and skilful use of Sansknit
Idioms and Compounds.
S M T T College,} G S. Huparikar,y 4 B T,
Kolhapur, }

|
6-11-40 Professor of Sansknt.
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